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SUBJECT: SECRETARY'S MEETING WITH FOREIGN MINISTER RAJARATNAM 

1. SECRETARY MET SEPTEMBER 30 WITH SINGAPORE FOREIGN MINISTER 
RAJARATNAM. MEETING WAS CORDIAL, AND BOTH SECRETARY AND 
RAJARATNAM NOTED THE ABSENCE OF OUTSTANDING U.S. /SINGAPORE 
BILATERAL ISSUES. FOLLOWING SUBJECTS WERE ADDRESSED. 

2. COURTESY. SECRETARY ASKED RAJARATNAM TO CONVEY HIS HIGHEST 
PERSONAL REGARDS TO PRIME MINISTER LEE, ONE OF THE " VERY FEW 
STATESMEN THAT IS REALLY OF WORLD CALIBER” . RAJARATNAM 
CONGRATULATED THE SECRETARY ON HIS SPEECH BEFORE THE 7TH 
SPECIAL SESSION, WHICH HE TERMED CONSTRUCTIVE. 

3. MIDDLE EAST. SECRETARY BRIEFLY SURVEYED MIDDLE EAST 
DEVELOPMENTS AT RAJARATNAM'S REQUEST. HE NOTED THAT ARAB COUNTRIES 
COULD BE EXPECTED TO MAKE AN ISSUE AMONGST THEMSELVES OF THE 
AGREEMENT, BUT THEY WOULD GET OVER IT IN A FEW MONTHS WHEN 

EYGPT REGAINED SOME OF ITS TERRITORY IN THE SINAI. SECRE- 
TARY ADDED IN RESPONSE TO RAJARATNAM'S FURTHER QUESTION THAT 
THERE WAS SIGNIFICANCE IN THE FACT THAT THE RUSSIANS WERE 
TALKING WITH THE ISRAELIS. HOWEVER, SOVIET MANEUVERABILITY 
IN THE AREA WAS LIMITED. IF THE SITUATION BECAME EXACERBATED 
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AND ANOTHER WAR TOOK PLACE, THERE FRIENDS WOULD LOSE. 
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CERTAINLY, THEY COULD NOT NOW IDENTIFY WITH THE ISRAELIS. IF, 

HOWEVER, THE RUSSIANS COULD EITHER GET CONCESSIONS FROM THE ISRAELIS 
THAT 

THE U.S. HAD NOT OBTAINED OR IF THE RUSSIANS COULD MAKE THE 
ARABS MORE RESPONSIBLE, THEN THEY WOULD HAVE OUR BLESSING. 

WE TENDED, HOWEVER, TO DISCOUNT BOTH POSSIBILITIES. 

4. KOREA. SECRETARY STATED THAT OUR VIEW IS THAT THERE IS 
NO CRISIS ON THE GROUND THERE. WE BELIEVE THAT THE CHINESE 
ARE A RESTRAINING FORCE AND IN THAT REGARD WE HAD NOTED CHIAO 
KUAN-HUA'S REMARKS TO THE EFFECT THAT THERE WERE "MANY 
WAYS OF CREATING STABILITY IN KOREA." ON KOREAN RESOLUTIONS 

IN UN, SECRETARY STRESSED IMPORTANCE TO THE USG OF DEFEATING THE 
NK RESOLUTION AND PASSING THE FRIENDLY RESOLUTION. REFERRING 
TO A POSSIBLE ASEAN COMPROMISE (SEPTEL) SECRETARY SAID WE WERE NOT 
INTERESTED IN COMPROMISES THAT DRIFTED STEP BY STEP TOWARDS THE 
NORTH KOREA RESOLUTION. 

5. SE ASIA SECRETARY NOTED THAT CHINESE HAVE AN INTEREST 

IN THE INDEPENDENCE OF THE SE ASIAN COUNTRIES BEING PRESERVED. 

HE SAID THAT HE HAD TALKED BRIEFLY WITH 

THAI FOREIGN MINISTER. WHO UNDERSTOOD THE DANGER FROM HANOI. 

THE THAIS ARE TRYING TO BALANCE THE U.S., 

CHINA AND THE VIETNAMESE. SECRETARY ADDED THAT THE 
THAI FOREIGN MINISTER DID NOT DEMUR WHEN THE SECRETARY 
TOLD HIM THAT HE THOUGHT THAT HANOI WOULD ATTEMPT TO 
EXPAND. RJARATNAM SAID THAT ON A PRIVATE BASIS. DURING 
KHUKRIT’S VISIT TO SINGAPORE, HE WAS CLEARLY CONCERNED 
ABOUT THE THREAT FROM HANOI AND THROUGH LAOS. DESPITE HIS 
PUBLIC GESTURES, HE WANTS BOTH THE U.S AND CHINA IN THE 
REGION TO COUNTER-BALANCE THE VIETNAMESE. IN RESPONSE TO 
RAJARATNAM'S QUESTION, SECRETARY INDICATED A WILLINGNESS 
TO ESTABLISH CONTACT WITH CAMBODIA, ALTHOUGH IT WAS 
PREMATURE TO CONSIDER DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS. 

6. BILATERAL SECRETARY STATED HIS PERSONAL INTEREST IN 

AN ACCEPTABLE ARRANGEMENT REGARDING THE UK NAVAL FACILITIES, 

TO PROVIDE ACCESS BY U.S NAVAL VESSELS FOLLOWINGTHE UK 
NAVAL WITHDRAWAL. RAIARATNAM MENTIONED GOS" INTEREST IN 
BRUNEI JUNGLE WARFARE FACILITIES, AND HABIB SAID THAT HE 
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HAD SPOKEN TO THE FCO S NEW DEPUTY UNDER SECRETARY FOR 
ASIAN AFFAIRS, COTAZZI, ON THE MATTER AS THE GOS HAD 
REQUESTED. COTRAZZI NOTED OUR COMMENTS, WHICH 
HABIB SAID WOULD BE FOLLOWED UP DIRECTLY BY THE GOS. BOTH 
SIDES NOTED LACK OF BILATERAL U.S. - SINGAPORE PROBLEMS 
AS MEETING CONCLUDED. 

KISSINGER 
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